elphol

For Immediate Release July 1, 2024

For more information, contact:

Karyn Pratt

Vice President of Marketing and Strategy Development
724-804-7106

karyn.pratt@adelphoi.org

Former Shuman Juvenile Detention Center Reopens

Latrobe, PA —After being closed for nearly three years, the former Shuman Juvenile
Detention Center in Pittsburgh will reopen on July 2 and will be operated by Adelphoi.

Highland Detention at Shuman Center will include a single, 12-bed pod designed to
provide a safe respite for youth, along with an opportunity for stabilization and
assessment. High-tech updates have been made to enhance safety. The facility also
provides meals, education, recreation, and physical, mental and behavioral health
services.

“We’ve been working with the County to prepare Shuman to accept youth and we're
delighted that the facility is now up and running,” said Nancy Kukovich, Adelphoi’s CEO.
“We've been providing exemplary services to youth from Allegheny County for over 40
years and we look forward to the opportunity to have an expanded presence in the
County.”

The closure of Shuman has delayed youths’ access to evidence-based interventions and competency
development opportunities and has compromised community safety. Between December 2021 and
October 2023, 234 youth in Allegheny County met the criteria for secure detention or were court
ordered to detention but were not detained due to a lack of detention beds, many receiving
electronic monitoring bracelets as an alternative. Of those 234, five were subsequently shot and
killed, one died of an overdose, and at least one was critically injured in a shooting after being
returned to the community. Additionally, from 2022 through January 8, 2024, there were 436
incidents where juveniles cut off their electronic monitoring bracelets or let the batteries die, with
108 individuals doing this multiple times.
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A lack of detention beds has also impacted number of youth placed in the Allegheny County jail.

On January 5, 2024, there were 25 individuals in the jail who, at time of their criminal offense, were
active with juvenile probation and were placed in the jail for serious offenses. Juvenile probation
sought detention beds for 10 of these individuals as an alternative to jail, but none were available.

“For youth who require a detention placement, we believe that Adelphoi’s trauma-
informed program at Shuman Center will offer them a chance to get back on the right
track in an environment designed to meet their individual needs and to keep them, their
families, and the community safe,” Kukovich said.

Detention is intended as a short-term placement that allows Adelphoi to assist Juvenile
Probation in the gathering of data and assessments to determine the best way to help
youth get back on track. These assessments will focus on understanding the
circumstances leading to their detention and providing judges with information to make
informed decisions about their next steps.

Once additional renovation to Shuman Center is completed, the facility will have five, 12
bed pods, for a total capacity of 60 residents.

About Adelphoi

For over 50 years, Adelphoi has been one of the leading providers of services for at-risk
youth and their families in Pennsylvania. Through a broad continuum of programs that
includes in-home services, mental and behavioral health services, education, foster and
adoptive care, group homes, secure care, independent living, and detention, Adelphoi is
dedicated to providing outcome-based solutions that transform lives.
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