
When people think about foster care and 
adoption, they tend to have a picture in their 
minds about what that process looks like.  But 
in most cases, there is often so much more to 
the narrative than they realize.  

This is my story.

It starts long before I was born.  My birth 
mother was born into a poor and divided family 
where alcohol addiction was prominent.  Her 
upbringing was turbulent and difficult, with 
many moves among family members and no 
feelings of belonging.  At 18, she met an Airman 
in the US AirForce and became pregnant with 
me. They married and tried to make it work, but 
after 3 years they eventually divorced and my 
mother became a single parent to me and my 
younger sister. She worked multiple jobs trying 
to make ends meet: waitressing, bartending, 
and dancing. 

Life was stressful, and we were often 
unsupervised with me as the caretaker of my 
sister, providing food and safety for both of us.  
This was my life for approximately two years.  
Then, just after my fifth birthday, my mother 
decided she was no longer able to care for us. 
Our father refused to take us, and ultimately, 
we were placed in foster care with Gene and 
Charlotte Snyder.

We stayed with the Snyders for three months 
before they had to return us to our mother’s 
care. This back and forth between my mother 

and the Snyder family happened many times 
until our mother made the decision she was 
leaving Pennsylvania and moved us back to her 
home in Alamogordo, New Mexico. She then 
met a man who bought her a house in Lubbock, 
Texas and we moved there.  I attended school 
and stayed in 24-hour daycares with my sister, 
often spending the night, going to school, and 
returning there afterward for days on end. Life 
was very difficult there.  My mother’s boyfriend 
did not like my sister and was physically 
abusive toward her. I continued to supervise 
and feed her when we had food to eat.  

Eventually, my mother asked me if I wanted to 
go back to Gene and Charlotte. I told her that 
they said their heart couldn’t take us leaving 
anymore and they would not be able to take 
us back again if we left.  (I had heard them 
say this on one occasion in the car when I was 
pretending to be asleep – a skill I learned to 
keep us safe.) 

The next thing I remember was her crying and 
asking me if I would call them and ask them 
to adopt my sister and me.  She told me that 
it meant we would stay with them forever.   I 
was almost 7 years old when she put me on 
the phone to make the call. I remember crying 
when I asked them, and they both start crying 
too.  Within a few days, Charlotte and her father 
flew to Texas to pick up my sister and me.  

Gene and Charlotte, Dad and Mom, worked 
privately with lawyers to move the adoption 
forward. We were officially adopted on March 
2, 1982.  The details of that day are still vivid to 
me; I wore a Cheryl Teiggs pink corduroy skirt 
and a flower button-up shirt. 

Because of my role as a primary caretaker 
in my first family, I had to learn how to be a 
kid after being adopted.  My sister no longer 

needed a mother and I needed to learn that 
I had people to care for me.  This took a 
lot of love, patience, and support from my 
parents, but they offered it unconditionally, 
every moment of the day, every day.  They 
worked hard to ensure we had very normal 
experiences.  Both my family and my birth 
mother made efforts to answer our questions 
honestly and age-appropriately, even if it was 
for the 5,000th time.  It was important for me 
to hear the story, to understand it, to learn the 
words to tell it, and to not own what was not 
mine to own.  

My parents agreed to allow us to keep our first 
and middle names and supported us having 
contact with our mother via phone calls on 
holidays and birthdays. Sometimes she made 
the calls and sometimes she did not.  They 
were supportive if we wanted to send cards, 
Christmas presents and even helped me make 
a recording of a song I learned to play on the 
piano for her.  

Over time, we became so engaged in our 
family experiences within our home, school, 
community, and extended family that the grief 
began to dissipate when the calls did not 
happen.  Our parents were always considerate 
of where we came from and were proud of our 
family, letting us know that we mattered and 
were good.  Of course there were challenges 
and difficult times; I just never felt as though I 
was on my own after being adopted and knew 
that we would always get through it together... 
and we have.

While I grew up thinking that being an 
elementary school teacher was my calling, 
I learned there were other ways to make 
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Christopher and Quinn Gresko

Adoption Day – March 2, 1982.

      This is what drives me to work 
at Adelphoi... everyone has a 
story that matters, everyone has 
a voice, and their strength is 
valued to bring about positive 
change, even when it is hard.

“
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YOU’VE BEEN THERE FOR OUR KIDS BEFORE AND 
WE HOPE YOU WILL BE AGAIN.
The world has certainly changed for all of us since we were last in touch… 
but our kids are still here. 

Still working hard to be productive and active. Still trying their best to continue learning 
and growing. And they still need you… will you help them today?

Right now, the more than 300 kids who are with us in residential treatment are relying 
heavily on the resources offered through our Donna Liberatore Memorial Activities Fund. 

From STEAM activities to cooking lessons to outdoor sports equipment, this special fund 
provides our kids with much-needed activities beyond the education and treatment 
services still taking place within their group homes.

You can make sure these types of activities continue!

We are happy to provide two convenient ways for you to donate today:

 1) Mail your gift in the enclosed return envelope, or

 2) Visit us online right now to make your secure gift:
  www.adelphoi.org/donate

Although the challenges our kids face today are more challenging than ever before,  
with partners like you, we will continue Restoring Hope. Transforming Lives.

Thank you, as always, for your previous generosity. You made an impact in the lives of  
our kids before, and we know your support today will make a difference to each of the  
kids here with us now.

With gratitude,

Nancy E. Kukovich
President/CEO

ADELPHOI KETTERER 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
CELEBRATES 47 
GRADUATES
Like many large gatherings this 
summer, the Adelphoi Ketterer 
Charter School’s graduation 
ceremony was “reimagined” 
because of the coronavirus. Instead 
of a traditional group event, 47 
students and their family members 
arrived at an assigned time to 
receive their diploma, a gift from 
the school and take a few pictures. 
Although the graduation celebration 
was done differently this year, there 
were still many proud parents and 
smiling faces.  



The summer of 2020 has been challenging for everyone, but especially 
for Adelphoi group home residents and staff, who remained in congregate 
care during the pandemic. Summers are usually filled with youth 
volunteering at festivals, local parks and at Steeler’s training camp. This 
summer, however, many of those events were cancelled and time away 
from the group homes was limited.  Adelphoi staff were tasked with 
finding activities for the youth that were both therapeutic and educational. 

With the help of the Donna Liberatore Memorial Activities Fund, youth 
have been able to enjoy recreational activities that are important to 
their positive physical and mental health especially during a time when 
home visits were restricted. Activities Director Kerry Ozmelek facilitated 
fun and creative activities for the residents each week, including 
making homemade ice cream, playing bingo and Name that Tune, 
building robots, creating art and enjoying movies.  

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Vincent Home got in touch with their creative side. Therapist 
Morgan Paul organized a paint & sip ( juice box version) with the 

boys to encourage their expression through art! The boys all 
added their own twist to an elephant safari picture.

The girls at Monastery Run were excited to model  
the tie-dye shirts that they created.

The boys at Adelphoi’s La Sa Quik group home in Cogan Station, PA  
worked together to prepare, fertilize and plant peppers, tomatoes, and 
watermelon in their garden. They took care of the garden and watered  

the plants to enjoy homegrown food throughout the summer.

a difference for children when I went to 
college, majoring in in Human Development 
and Family Studies with a focus on Child and 
Adolescent Development.  Since then, I’ve 
worked to help others build connections, 
develop their voice, and to use their strengths 
to help them achieve their goals.  This is what 
drives me to work at Adelphoi, where I serve 
as the Recruitment and Family Development 
Supervisor for Foster Care. Here, everyone 
has a story that matters, everyone has a 
voice, and their strength is valued to bring 
about positive change, even when it is hard. 

Today, I am married to my high school 
sweetheart Christopher.  We have three 
children together, 2 sons Riley (20 years) and 
Kieran (17 years), and a daughter, Quinn (4 
years old).  My sister and I both experienced 
relief from unknown anxiety when our 
children passed the ages of when we were 
placed and adopted; to know that we had 
changed the family patterns that preceded 
us was a significant moment in both of our 
lives.  My sister lives in Georgia, but no 
matter where she is, she is my best friend. My 

husband and I have stayed in the community 
where we grew up and have chosen to 
raise our family here, where they too have 
connections and a foundation.  

My experience as an adult who was adopted 
as a child has had a significant impact on 
my life.  I was raised with a family of people 
with significant resilience, compassion and 
capacity to do good even when things were 
hard. To understand that no matter what 
has happened, it is within my control to do 
good, to help others, and to not assume 
responsibility for the actions of others.  

Working in foster care at Adelphoi allows 
me to help ensure families are prepared 
to support children who are going through 
difficult times that they may not understand 
for years to come.  It is my personal mission is 
to widen the general community’s perception 
of who foster children and families are. It 
truly takes all people to love and care for 
each other to show a child how to love and 
care back.  Being a foster parent is a very 
important job for a child and they are the 

people who pave the way to see what is 
possible. I am blessed to have been adopted 
and to have had the opportunity to build 
connections; in fact, that is what I believe 
made all the difference.

MY ADOPTION STORY... (continued from front cover)

As the first female School Board President 
for the Tussey Mountain School District, 
Melanie hands her oldest son, Riley, his 
diploma on his graduation day in 2018.
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The Adelphoi Newsletter is 
published by Adelphoi and contains 
information, listings, events, 
programs, and notes pertaining to 
Adelphoi and its services: Adelphoi 
Village, Adelphoi Ketterer Charter 
School, Adelphoi Education, Inc., 
and Adelphoi Foundation

Partial program at Adelphoi 
Education is excited to announce 
that the program will be moving 
to the former Latrobe Elementary 
School building on Ligonier Street 
in Latrobe, PA. Renovations are 
being done on the 2nd floor 
and the program plans to move 
late fall.  The Partial program 
is designed to accept children, 
grades 3-8, who require a higher 
level of structure and support 
than traditional mental health 
outpatient treatment, but who are 
not showing the level of acuity 
that would necessitate mental 
health inpatient treatment. This 
allows the child to remain at 
home in their community while 
receiving mental health treatment 
and educational support.

ADELPHOI EDUCATION PARTIAL PROGRAM 
MOVING TO FORMER LES BUILDING


