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DONORS MAKE A LASTING IMPRESSION ON YOUTH IN PLACEMENT
On November 14, friends, donors, staff and board members gathered to celebrate
the generosity of Adelphoi supporters and the positive difference their generosity
has made in the lives of youth at a VIP Appreciation Event. Held in the newly
constructed Youth and Family Center, the evening included a reception with food
provided by youth in Adelphoi’s culinary arts program, along with a short program.

Throughout the program, the true impact of donations to the Career Readiness
programming, Adelphoi Promise, and Give a Gift, Give Hope holiday campaign was
highlighted through data provided by each of the programs. As an example, last
year 376 youth earned 336 vocational certificates in eight Career Readiness classes.
The evening also served as the kickoff to Adelphoi’s annual holiday appeal, the
Give a Gift, Give Hope campaign. While the holiday season is often a favorite time
for most kids, it’s not always a favorite time for kids in our care. Many don’t have
the option to return home over Christmas, and so they miss sharing that one on
one time with loved ones, family and friends that make the holidays special.
Because these children can’t always be reunited with their families over the
holidays, Adelphoi offers them a modest gift, underwritten by donors, that lets
them know that someone truly cares about them. While it might seem like a small
token, it means so much to a child who has to be separated from his loved ones
over Christmas. Last year, our donors were tremendously generous and we raised
$23,449, which allowed us to provide Christmas gifts to 469 children.

“Your donation gives kids
like us a chance to have
a good Christmas.”
I really am grateful for what
“
the donors have done for those
of us who cannot go home to
help us feel happy.

”

“When we got gifts last year,
I felt like someone at
least cared.”

ADELPHOI PROMISE GUIDES YOUTH TO
SUCCESSFUL FUTURE
Helping youth prepare for their future is a priority at Adelphoi. For many kids, however,
college many not seem like a possibility. Fortunately, the Adelphoi Promise makes college a
reality for youth that successfully complete an Adelphoi program.
Vincent Home resident Robbie participates in the Adelphoi Promise by taking classes
through Westmoreland County Community College.
“Through the Adelphoi Promise program, I’ve learned how to use state-of-the-art
microcomputer systems, the fundamentals of psychology, and how to work through
college,” said Robbie. “I have an advisor that also helps guide me and I’m currently earning
A’s in all of my classes.”
The Adelphoi Promise offers Adelphoi youth up to two years of tuition-free education at a
partnering community college, as well as assistance for books, guidance and support. The Adelphoi Promise has expanded to include
10 community colleges across the state of Pennsylvania, encompassing over 60 branch campuses and providing our youth more
opportunities to achieve a better future
The program is funded solely by donors, and so the impact of donations on this program is significant. Since its inception, the
Adelphoi Promise has helped make college a reality for over 400 youth earning over 3,000 credits, and has provided over $250,000
in financial assistance.
“Adelphoi Promise has offered me an opportunity that I never thought I would have,” Robbie noted. “The promise has helped guide me
into a new world to achieve success and make a difference in my life.”

Adelphoi Promise Partner Colleges: Montgomery County Community College and Lehigh Carbon Community College have
been added to the list that already includes Allegheny County Community College, Bucks County Community College, Butler County
Community College, Community College of Beaver County, Delaware County Community College, Harrisburg Area Community
College, Penn Highlands Community College and Westmoreland County Community College.
To learn more about the Adelphoi Promise, or how you can make a donation, please contact communityrelations@adelphoi.org.

WILLIAMS HOUSE NAMED
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM OF THE YEAR
Adelphoi’s Williams House was named the 2019 “Residential
Program of the Year” by the PA Juvenile Court Judges’
Commission (JCJC). The program was honored at the annual
James E. Anderson Pennsylvania Conference on Juvenile
Justice, which took place in Harrisburg this November.
The JCJC Residential Program of the Year Award is presented to
a superior public or private sector program serving adjudicated
delinquent youth in a residential setting, which includes foster
homes, group homes, residential treatment programs, general
child care facilities, shelter care facilities, detention centers,
independent living programs, and other programs providing
out-of-home, overnight care to children.
Since 2005, JCJC has recognized Adelphoi and its programs
seven times. This year’s distinction was awarded to Adelphoi
based on its use of evidenced-based practices, demonstration
of adherence to the principles of Balanced and Restorative
Justice (BARJ) and advancement of Pennsylvania’s Juvenile

Justice System Enhancement Strategy. Williams House was
nominated in some part because Adelphoi’s residential
programs provide individual attention by trained professionals
in a caring and respectful home-like environment.
“I could not be more appreciative and proud of my staff team
for this accomplishment,” said Trey Carruthers, Williams House
Director. “It took a lot of hard work and dedication for our unit
to get to this point.”

CONTINUITY OF SERVICES HELPS TEEN IN CHANGING
CIRCUMSTANCES
When you meet David, you notice his
kind brown eyes, his resilient spirit and
great sense of humor. But behind all
of that, this Adelphoi youth has faced a
lifetime of obstacles in his 17 years.
At an early age, David endured the
death of his older brother, Jason, and
prolonged exposure to his parents’
substance abuse. David and his siblings
were eventually placed in foster care
while their parents sought treatment for
their addictions. Though he returned
to his biological mother’s care at age
12, David was deeply impacted by his
past experiences and began acting out
behaviorally.
In 2016, David found himself in
placement at an Adelphoi group home.
He completed treatment in 2017 and
began living with an extended family
member. While at home, he participated

in Adelphoi’s In-Home Prevention
Treatment and Aftercare. David’s
circumstances became more tragic
when his father passed away. The
next year became difficult and David
found himself back into placement at
Adelphoi where he began Adelphoi
PTSD Aftercare Services. He was
discharged back home to his extended
family until 2019, when he faced a
family situation beyond his control that
again necessitated placement into an
independent living facility.
Adelphoi’s broad continuum of
services aided in David’s many steps
of his journey towards healing and
independence. Most recently, the PTSD
Aftercare Services program provided
David the opportunity to receive
psychoeducation and to process the
traumatic experiences from his past that
continue to impact him. The community-

based nature of the program allowed
one therapist to remain with him while
he transitioned from placement to home
and back to placement. The program
provided reliability and continuity
of care as David’s therapist became
the most constant person that David
had throughout a tumultuous year of
placements and family strife.
David is now thriving in his current
independent living placement where
he participates in as many work and
educational opportunities as possible
and serves on his school’s student
council. He can now recognize
his triggers and emotions that he
experiences and asks for help when
needed. Through the assistance of
Adelphoi’s continuum of services, he
is able to visualize his future with hope
and excitement.

CHARTER SCHOOL EXCEEDS
STATEWIDE AVERAGE
The Adelphoi Ketterer Charter School has once again proven to be the positive
alternative for students who struggle academically, behaviorally, socially and
emotionally. Last year, the Pennsylvania Value Added Assessment System
(PVAAS), which collects data on annual student growth, determined that 100% of
the Charter School students exceeded the standard measure of growth in English
Language Arts and Mathematics, and 87% of students exceeded the standard
measure of growth in science. This far exceeds the 75% expected statewide
average across PA for all public schools, including public charter schools.
Ketterer Charter School helps students achieve by addressing gaps in their
educational experience. Often, as students enter the Ketterer Charter School,
they are lacking the core competencies necessary to achieve success at a
high level academically. As an approved public charter school, there are an
abundance of educational opportunities that are aligned with Pennsylvania
Department of Education’s regulations and guidelines available for each student.
These opportunities allow youth to engage in a full academic schedule that is
individualized to meet their needs and direct instruction that is provided by teachers
who are appropriately state certified in each content area. As they move through the program, students will continue to
gain new skills and knowledge as well as address their basic core competencies to fill in educational gaps. Data from the PVAAS shows
that the longer a student is enrolled in the Ketterer Charter School, the more academic gains they will achieve.
Ketterer Charter School also offers enrichment opportunities to enhance academic programming for eligible students. A Charter School
student may be dual-enrolled into a community college where they can be challenged and acquire both college and high school credit.
In addition to the daily academic schedule, students at the Adelphoi Ketterer Charter School are provided with the opportunity to receive
remedial support, credit recovery and career readiness skills after school hours.
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Give a Gift, Give Hope
www.adelphoi.org/donate
With a donation of just $50 today, you can
Give a Gift, Give Hope to one of our kids this holiday season.
Please join us in making this season a little brighter
for the more than 400 kids in our care!

