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Every day at Adelphoi, the teachers, 
staff and residents work as a team to 
create an environment that promotes 
and nurtures learning and achievement 
for youth.  The intense structure allows 
for all students to feel confident in the 
classroom setting and to set achievable 
goals.  As each goal is achieved and 
celebrated, new ones are set. 

This was demonstrated recently by 
residents at Williams House as they 
prepared for their winter benchmark 
testing, setting a goal to increase their 
scores from the initial fall benchmark 
testing scores. Overall, eleven of the 15 
students increased their scores and all 
students achieved a “B” average in all 
of their classes by Christmas break. 

The residents of Middle Creek Male 
Secure also began the school year 
in a positive fashion by achieving a 
remarkable overall grade point average 
of 3.61.  Twelve residents achieved 
Honor Roll or higher, with five students 
earning High Honors and six students 

excelling at a Distinguished Honor Roll 
level.  Middle Creek Male Secure’s 
remaining graduate from the 2017-2018 
school year stayed active within the 
classroom setting, as evidenced by 
an outstanding score of 1240 on his 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).

Adelphoi is proud of the students’ 
scholastic achievement and is 
committed to maintaining the 
expectation of excellence throughout 
the school year.  The standard 
established continues to promote 
the skills of organization, time 
management, motivation, self-
discipline, self-confidence, and a 
studious work ethic.  Adelphoi students 
learn the importance of education 
and utilizing it as a foundation for 
continued growth and change. 
Residents are encouraged to apply 
these skills to their everyday life, 
increasing the likelihood of cultivating 
achievement and success in all of their 
future endeavors.

Anxiety, fear, sadness and remorse are just 
some of the emotions that a child may feel 
as they arrive at Adelphoi for entrance into 
one of its programs. For many, this is the 
first time that they have been separated 
from their families and they often feel 
alone and scared. 

At Adelphoi, we believe healing starts at 
intake, and we have cemented this belief 
with the opening of our new Welcome 
Center.  Situated at the gateway of our 
Latrobe campus, this facility is the first stop 
for youth coming into a program.

Trained admissions and intake staff are on-hand at the Center to provide a smooth and safe transition for youth. The Center also offers 
orientation space for new admissions as well as a conference room and several visit rooms for probation officers and caseworkers who are 
visiting children in care.

The facility provides enhanced security for both youth and staff by providing a stopping point for all visitors entering campus and helping 
to facilitate visits with youth.  The Center will provide assistance, direction and information for all visitors entering campus, including 
families, caseworkers and child advocates. 

SPRING 2019

ADELPHOI STARS SHINE BRIGHT IN ACADEMICS

WELCOME CENTER DESIGNED TO RELIEVE ANXIETY, FEAR



Sometimes, a tragic event in life compels 
you to view the world differently. When 
Sharon Edwards was 35, she lost her mother 
to breast cancer. Grief-stricken, she knew 
that there was more that she could do to 
help others. She made the decision to put 
in her two weeks notice at a local bank 
that she managed, and began teaching 
parenting classes. As she taught the classes, 

she became aware of the enormous need 
among children in crisis in the community.

Driven by this awareness and a need to do 
more, Sharon and her husband Cris, who 
have two biological children, began their 
journey as foster parents.  The couple took 
in a sibling group of three and one other 
child as foster children, three of whom they 
later adopted. “Knowing that we can give 

the children the stability that they need 
to be successful and to know that can 
always walk in our door and feel a sense of 
calm, is something that we always want to 
provide for them,” Sharon explained. 

Several years later, knowing that there was 
still a great need in her community, Sharon 
found herself asking a friend, “How do 
you know when you are done fostering?” 
Her friend said that she would know in her 
heart. After holding a family meeting with 
the older children to ensure they were 
on board, they began fostering two more 
children, Ariana and Dre. After Ariana, 10, 
was with the family for two years and Dre, 
5, was with the family for a year, they were 
officially adopted as part of the Edwards 
family on December 21, 2018.

Mrs. Edwards praises Adelphoi Foster Care 
and Adoption Services for always being 
an advocate for children. “Adelphoi truly 
listens and offers assistance or trainings,” 
she explained. “The people at Adelphoi 
are great.” Opening their home to provide 
a sense of calm and security for two more 
children and becoming a foster parent 
again after many years has been a very 
rewarding experience for the Edwards 
family. And Mrs. Edwards claims they’ll 
never be done fostering. “Our house is 
always open to children who need us.” 

WARM HEADS, WARM HEARTS
Community support is a critical part of the healing process 
for kids at Adelphoi.  Nowhere is this more evident than the 
annual scarf and hat distribution at Adelphoi by the Saint 
Vincent Knitting Group.

Twice a month, this group from Saint Vincent Parish gathers to 
knit and enjoy each other’s company. The group, usually made 
up of about 10 or so members, share ideas, patterns and knit 
or crochet. Eight years ago, Ron Patun, a long-time member 
of the group, contacted Adelphoi with an idea to donate 
handmade hats and scarves for Adelphoi youth. According 
to Ron, his group chose Adelphoi because “we believe that 
Adelphoi does amazing work.”

Ron, along with fellow group member Mary Ann, personally delivers the multicolored hats and scarves at Christmastime to youth in 
several of the facilities. “The joy on the kids’ faces is so rewarding,” Ron noted.   

Several other groups are also the lucky recipients of the knitting group’s generosity.  The group donates hats and scarves to the 
Union Mission and blankets and shawls to the Blackburn Center, Latrobe Excela Hospice, and The Welcome Home Center, as well as 
area nursing homes.

If you can open your home to a child in crisis, please call Adelphoi foster care and adoption services at 1-800-KID-5928.

FOSTER FAMILY CONTINUES TO PROVIDE SENSE 
OF SECURITY FOR CHILDREN IN NEED



Luckasevic receiving his MBA from 
California University of PA

ADELPHOI ALUMNUS CREDITS ADELPHOI 
FOR CHANGING HIS LIFE

To learn more about the Adelphoi Promise Scholarship Program, or how you can make a donation, please contact communityrelations@adelphoi.org.

Please tell us a little bit about yourself.

My name is Bob Luckasevic. I’m 25 years 
old from Washington County and I work 
as a sales representative for a plastic 
supply company. My hobbies include 
reading, power lifting and traveling. In 
my free time I like to go see musicals and 
concerts, as well as go to professional 
sporting events. My future plans are to 
get married and buy a home, travel the 
world, and own a company someday. 

 

Before you received services from 
Adelphoi, what was your life like?

Before Adelphoi I would say that my life 
consisted of decisions I would make in 
an effort to act out. I would constantly 
be trying to push the limits of what 
I thought was wrong and what was 
actually wrong. I didn’t have very many 
healthy relationships with friends and 
family and I would often hang out with 
friends that were a negative influence 
on me. I needed the help and service 
from Adelphoi to bring me to terms with 
the reality of the decisions I was making. 
Adelphoi gave me the opportunity to 
not only recognize my actions but also 
help me understand why I would act 
out in certain ways.  They also gave me 
the tools to follow and learn from so I 
had a better chance of not repeating my 
negative behavior. 

How did Adelphoi help you?

Adelphoi helped me by showing me 
that I wasn’t alone with my thinking and 
decision making. They also showed me 
that there were people that understood 
what I was going through and wanted to 
offer guidance to help me make better 
choices and to be able to life a more 
productive and healthy lifestyle. 

Adelphoi gave me opportunities that 
included leadership, accountability and 
responsibility. Through opportunities 
such as being a home manager for a 
week, keeping myself accountable for 
negative behavior while enrolled in the 
program, and carrying out tasks such 

as schoolwork and treatment all carried 
over into my daily routine 10 years later. 
From these opportunities, I often seek 
leadership positions instead of being 
a follower, I am more self-accountable 
and pride myself with integrity through 
work and personal life, and I find taking 
responsibilities easier knowing that I 
have the willpower to follow through and 
the determination to get tasks and jobs 
finished.  

How is your life different now? How 
does that make you feel?

After Adelphoi, my life is completely 
different in many ways. I often find 
myself in situations that before Adelphoi 
I wouldn’t think twice about. Now I’m 
more self-aware and understanding of 
situations and what kind of outcomes 
can come from my actions. Adelphoi 
has taught me that all of my actions will 
never only affect myself. The way I handle 
every life choice for the rest of my life will 
affect my family and the people around 
me. Adelphoi has opened my eyes to 
the notion that there are people in this 
world that want to help others that are 
going through troubling times. I was 
always afraid to seek help because I felt 
alone and that no one would understand 
me. Now I feel as though I’m constantly 
asking questions and seeking help so 
that I can understand everything I need 
to know about work or even just things 
that I know nothing about. Knowing 
what I know now makes me feel very 
comfortable and safe. 

I was at rock bottom in my life and, 
through the help of staff at Adelphoi, 
I was the one that wanted to get the 
services that I needed. I was the one that 
never gave up and because of that I am 
the one that now has a successful life and 
career. I know now that it doesn’t matter 
what mistakes you may have made in the 
past, all that matters is that you learned 
from your mistakes and you’re ready to 
face them with tools and support to never 
make those mistakes again. 

  

Tell us a little bit about your education. 

After Adelphoi, I returned to high 
school as a 16-year-old freshman. I 
completed high school on time and 
pursued a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Commercial Music Technology from 
California University of Pennsylvania.  
After I received my undergraduate 
degree, I went back to California 
University of Pennsylvania to pursue 
a master’s degree in business 
administration. After 2 more years of 
school and through the help of the 
Adelphoi’s scholarship programs, I 
was able to pay for and complete the 
required curriculum in order to receive 
my MBA in 2018.
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Showcase of the Stars
MAY 16, 2019 @ 5PM

Join us to celebrate
Adelphoi’s Youth and Family Center

G R A N D  O P E N I N G
-and -

The Power of the

Adelphoi Promise

SAVE THE 

DATE!

Contact us for more information: events@adelphoi.org

SAVE THE 

DATE!


